
Listening, Oral Argumentation 
  
Goal: In this lesson, students learn to and practice carefully listening to the contributions of 
others, an essential first step to participation in oral argumentation. 
 
Teaching strategy: Shared Listening 
 
Works best with: Partners 
  
Preparation: 

● Write up opening question: Think about a time you have gotten in an important 
conversation where you really wanted the other person to listen carefully, and you realize 
they aren’t listening at all. Why is this so annoying? 

● Print, cut, and organize evidence cards (and claim strips).  It will help to put them in 
baggies or envelopes for each individual student.  Half will be labeled “Partner 1” and the 
other “Partner two”. 

● On chart paper, write the procedure for shared listening (see below).  This is a useful 
routine that can be repeated throughout a unit. 

● On chart paper, write the “What we say when we are listening” sentence starters (see 
below).  These are a useful resource for this activity, and also other discussion activities. 

  
Teaching 

● You can start with a five minute stop-and-jot in which students write answers and then 
have them share out, or just structure this as a short discussion. Say/ write on the board: 
Who has gotten in an important conversation where you really wanted the other person 
to listen carefully, and you realize they aren’t listening at all? Why is this so annoying? 

● After this discussion, ask why it might it be important for a scientist to be a good listener. 
● Put students in pairs.  Assign each student either “partner A” or “partner B” roles.  
● Prepare for the discussion.  Before students practice their discussion strategies, they 

will need to examine evidence and formulate arguments.  In total, this should take around 
10 minutes to do.   

● To do this part of the lesson, begin by passing out the evidence cards and claim strips.  
Each student gets a set.  Tell students that they will receive some claim strips and 
evidence about school uniforms. 

● Explain that students will place their claim strips at the top of their work space. They will 
then sort the evidence cards according to which claim the piece of evidence supports, 
placing all of the evidence cards under the appropriate claim. (You may need to 
demonstrate this if you have not done many evidence sorts with students before.) Give 
students about five minutes to sort. 



● Give students about a minute to think about their answer to the following questions.  
Their answer should include claim, evidence, and reasoning.  For students unfamiliar 
with formulating arguments, see the intra lesson.   

o   Partner 1: According to what you just read and in your own words, why are 
school uniforms a good idea? 
o   Partner 2: According to what you just read and in your own words, why are 
school uniforms a bad idea? 

● Explain that when scientists face a difficult or complicated question that they aren’t sure 
about the answer to, they often come together to discuss this question.  Different 
scientists will have different answers to the question.  One thing that is essential for these 
discussions to be successful is for these scientists to listen to each other.  

● Introduce Shared Listening. Tell the class that they’ll be using a routine called Shared 
Listening to practice their listening skills.  During this activity, they’ll get a chance to talk 
and listen to a classmate.  They’ll take a position on this issue that they might not 
necessarily agree with, but the important part is to practice really listening to one another 
in order to understand the ideas of others.  Later on in another class session, students will 
work on critiquing and building on the arguments of others, both of which rely on having 
actually really heard what someone else said.  

● Explain that before we do the Shared Listening routine, you will share some sentence 
starters. These will provide examples of language that good listeners use to show that 
they are listening carefully.  If students listen to their partner during the shared listening 
routine, and don’t know what to say when they’ve finished talking, they should look up at 
this chart for extra help. 

● Introduce the sentence starters.  
 Responses that show you are listening 
-So, what I am hearing you say is… 
-It sounds like you think… Is that correct? 
-You said .., right? 
-The main thing you’re saying is …., right. 

  
● Explain the directions for shared listening (it helps to have these posted somewhere 

so kids can see what they are supposed to be doing): 
Procedure for Shared Listening 
1.     Partner #1s share, Partner #2s listen. Partner #1s will have one minute to share 
their ideas with Partner #2s. During this time, Partner #2s will listen without 
interrupting. 
2.     Partner #2s repeats back to Partner #1s what they heard, while Partner #1s 
listens carefully. Partner #1s may correct misstatements, but may not add new 
information.  



3.     As a whole class, the teacher will call on some partner #2s to share what their 
partners said. 
4.     Students will switch roles and respond to the same questions based on their 
evidence. Partners will repeat the steps. 

● Model, if needed. You can model with any topic (you might describe your favorite 
movie, book, what you did this weekend, etc).  Choose a student to come to the front of 
the room and be your partner.  Go through the steps.  This is also a great time to model 
using the sentence starters. 

● Pose the discussion question for partner 1. Ask: according to what you just read and in 
your own words, why are school uniforms a good idea? 

● Follow the procedure (if you anticipate your students needing more structure, you can use 
a timer and walk them through each step. It’s also helpful to circulate around the room 
during this time, listening for particularly great contributions): 

1.     Partner #1s share, Partner #2s listen. Give students a minute to share their 
observations with their partners.  It helps to use a timer. 
2.     Tell Partner #2s to take a minute to repeat back to Partner #1s what they 
heard. Partner #1s may correct misstatements. 
3.     Ask several Partner #2s to report one observation they heard from their 
partners. 

● Pose the discussion question for partner 2. Ask: According to what you just read and 
in your own words, why are school uniforms a bad ideas? 

● ·Follow the procedure: 
4.     Allot one minute for Partner #2s to talk 
5.     Then have Partner #1s repeat back what they heard. Partner #1 may correct 
misstatements.  
6.     Call on a few Partner #1s to share something their partner said. 

● Debrief:  Call out students who did a great job and name the sentence starter they used 
and what they said.  Also, ask what was difficult about that activity or why some people, 
even adults, struggle to listen to others when they disagree. 

  
Resources: 
● Evidence cards and claim strips 

  
Why this matters: Shared Listening gets students talking and listening to one another in a 
meaningful way. It facilitates the sharing of ideas among students, and promotes listening and 
speaking skills. This routine is beneficial because it allows everyone in the class to express their 
ideas, while making listening an accountable activity.  Because scientific discussions hinge on 
students’ ability to either build on or critique the ideas of their peers, students must first be able 
to actually really listen to and understand these ideas.  In addition, they must have the skills to 
ask questions if they don’t understand the ideas of others.  Scientific argumentation requires 
disagreement, and listening becomes more difficult when disagreements occur. 



  
Continuing instruction and support: Shared Listening is a routine that can be repeated.  
Students can use claims and evidence from whatever investigative unit they are currently 
working on.  Although it helps to start with an everyday argument like school uniforms, as 
students become more skilled, they should be using these routines for science arguments. 
    


